
"Licensed" is the correct spelling for the past tense verb and adjective, regardless of region. The 
difference between "licence" (noun) and "license" (verb) exists only in British English; American 
English uses "license" for both.  

• Licensed: This spelling is used in all cases to describe the past tense of the verb ("He 
was licensed to sell alcohol") or as an adjective ("a licensed driver"). 

• Noun (British English): "Licence" is the correct spelling for the noun, meaning the 
official document or permit. 

o Example: "He has a driver's licence." 

• Verb and Noun (American English): "License" is used for both the verb and the noun. 

o Example (verb): "The state will license the driver." 

o Example (noun): "He needs a driver's license. 
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