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ANGLO-SAXON HALL FOUND IN CHELTENEAM

COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGY has discovered a previously unknown Anglo -Saxon settlement in
the Hesters Way district of Cheltenham.  Monitoring of groundworks during the construction of the
new Al | Saints,0 pAaxratdeonfy t he Governmentoés Buil din
to the discovery of a pit containing large pieces of Anglo -Saxon pottery which date to the period
between the 5™ and 8" centuries AD.

Further work in the area revealed Saxon ditches , and most spectacularly a large timber hall built from substantial posts.
The hall was 11m long by 6m wide and would have been used for communal events including feasts. Outside of the hall were
two probable sunken -featured buildings (SFBs), a type of house which is typical of Anglo-Saxon settlements in Britain.
Their main characteristic is a sunken cellar, presumably used for the storage of foodstuffs and other items. The cellar would
have been boarded over, with the living space at ground level. Because the subsoil on the site was sand, the edges of the
cellar must have been pretty unstable and susceptible to erosion. Consequently, when the cellars were excavated they had
an irregular outline.

Two human burials were also found. Saxon burials usually consist of extended bodies
accompanied by a variety of grave gods, as in the period before the 7" century AD the
Anglo-Saxons had largely pagan beliefs. It was unusual therefore to find that the two
burials at Cheltenham were buried in a crouched position within shallow pits. While they
could be Anglo-Saxons, it is just possible that the burials are of somewhat earlier date
(Roman or prehistoric). Radiocarbon dating will be used to determine the exact age of
the bodies in due course.

Steve Sheldon, who is directing the excavation, said that it was one of the best finds of hiscareer.i To be honest
really expect to find too much when we started work on the
The settlement probably dates to the 6™ to 8" century AD , and is of significance as it lies only a short distance from
Gloucester . It is generally thought that the area around Gloucester never succumbed to Saxon control in this period, and
remained a largely independent British kingdom. Cliff Bateman, Project Manager at Cotswold Archaeology, said, il t wou
now appear that there were more pockets of Anglo  -Saxon control in the Severn Valley than we previously thought.
Anglo-Saxon burials have been found in Bishopdéds Cleeve and
influence right on the very doorstep of Gloucester. Rather than a simple picture of distinct areas of Saxon and

British control, our new discovery suggests a much more complicated picture with the different cultural groupings

l'iving and ruling over adjacent estateso.

Al'l Saintsd Acad eimeyChkli etbch mdy bavesbedan oalled the Arle stream in Saxon times (the river was

not called the Chelt until the 16" century). Significantly, Arle is the earliest recorded place name in Cheltenham ; it was first
recorded in a Saxon document of around AD 680. One possibility is that the new settlement was the centre of an estate
which took its name from the nearby Arle stream. Until now it has always been assumed that the Saxon origins of
Cheltenham would be found around the Lower High Street, 1.5 miles to the east, as it is known that there was a church on

the site of the present parish church in later Saxon times. The new discoveries therefore require a reassessment of
previously held views about the early history of Cheltenham.

Now that the site investigation has been completed, Cotswold Archaeology is keen to work with sponsors and stakeholders

of the new Al Saintsdéd Academy to ensure that the |l egacy
provide learning opportunities for the students. In particular, there are a number of scientific analyses which will be able to
shed more light on the date, origins and ethnic links of the two burials, such as DNA and Isotope analysis . The painstaking
work of studying all the site records and artefacts is how beginning, and it is likely to take a couple of years to complete the
final report on the excavations. Once completed the finds will be donated to Cheltenham Museum.

Neil Holbrook
26th July 2010
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SOCIETY NEWS

Annual General Meeting held 27th March 2010 \

[A full report of this Meeting will be published in Transactions
Volume 128 to be distributed to members in 2011.]

1 3 it

Anglo -Saxon hall found in

Cheltenham i
Society News:
AGM 27th March 2010 2,4
Presentation to Gerard Leighton 2
Profile of the President 3
) Meetings of Council & Committees 4-6
Elections: Research Fund Grants 2010 4
Dr Martin J Crossley Evans MBE, JP, BA, PhD, FSA, FGS Transactions; Record Series 5
was elected President for 2010 -2011 [see profile opposite]. The Library 5,6
Dr John JuSi ca ddDavidPBuailett FRAGSS Reports from Representatives 5,6
were elected Vice-Presidents of the Society. Dr  J o h n  J||u Niomir@ations for Election to Council 6
is also to be congratulated for having recently been elected a Member in the Spotlight 6
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. New Series: Notes and Queries 7
Dr Simon Draper and Ms Jan Wills were elected as new New Project: Land Survey 1911-15 7
members of Council for Gloucester. Obituary 8
Burton Sweet, Bristol were duly elected as independent County Societies Symposium 1/5/10 16

examiners of the Societyds acdgounts for 2010.

Mr E G Price MBE, JP, FSA of Frocester Court, a member of Sprlng Meetlng:

the Society for 45 years, was elected as an Honorary Bridgwater & Cothay Manor 8,9
Member of the Society. Mr Price was sadly too ill to attend the
AGM and best wishes were extended to him from those .
present. Overseas Meeting:

Presentation to Gerard Leighton MA, FSA June 2010 South Bohemia 10,11

A book of Essays, written by members of the Society in his ) .
honour and edited by Martin J. Crossley Evans, entled6 A [P 0gr amme of Socd efy?o
Grand ©TéLybe, Movement and Wolr kMeetingsr& Lectores 20k0 -fhe g 1o
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was presented to
Gerard Leighton in recognition of his 40 years service to the .
Society as Treasurer, and almost 60 years of membership. Recent Discovery

2010 also marks the centenary of the connection of the at Rendcomb 12
Leighton family with the Society; his father, Wilfrid Leighton
JP, FSA, (1886-1967) became a member of the Society in

1910 and served as Chairman of Council, Honorary Treasurer, Forthcomlng Events 13
Chairman of the Records Section and Archaeological Trust,
and President of the Society. Feature: Two years on the
banks of Purton 14, 15
New Publications 16
Editorial; Next Newsletter 16

Transactions FREE to good home!

The President, Dr Martin Crossley Evans  subsequently held || David Aldred would like to dispose of his copies
a Reception 24 ™ May 2010 in Bristol to celebrate the launch of Transactions 1972-2005.

of the collection of Essays i Iflf someone would like them they would need to bep r k
Society, and the University of Bristol as a guardian of the collected from the Cheltenham area.

Citybdbs heritage. Thanks have Please contact David on 01242 672533 ss |
Evans for his work on the special publication for Gerard. or email: dhaldred@btinternet.com
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PROFILE OF THE PRESIDENT 2010-2011

Dr Martin J. Crossley Evans, MBE, JP, BA, PhD, FSA, FGS

Martin Crossley Evans became a member of the Bristol and
Gloucestershire Archaeological Society in 1978, the year he graduated in
Archaeology and Geology at Bristol University. He was encouraged to do so by a
former President of the Society, Dr Basil Cottle, who had taught him Middle
English and also Irish and Anglo Saxon art and architecture. At 21, he was the
youngest member to attend outings at the time.

In the 1970s he worked on the excavat
Moravian Chapel Lower Maudlin Street, and at a Roman farmstead in Stoke
Gifford, amongst other places, but his first love was Prehistory and the period up

to and including the Iron Age i particularly enjoying drawing flints and capturing
the distinctive features of re-touching. In 1977 he was engaged in the geological
mapping in the Murlough peninsula, Co Down where he was fascinated by the
settlement patterns and artefacts found in the Dunes. It is a place he has not
visited since 1982 but one he longs to return to.

In those early years with the Society he was an active participant at field meetings, visiting
Caister by Yarmouth in 1979 and to some of the Prehistoric sites in Anglesey in 1980. He
remembers happy evenings spent in the company of Dean and Mrs Thurlow, Miss Sylvia
Coppen Gardner and many others. He benefited from the tutelage of the then meetings
secretary, Dr Basil Cottle and his assistant Mrs Campbell, the friendship of the late Vivian
Mildren, Mrs Joyce Morris, Canon Brian Carne, Mr Bob & Mrs Rosemary Knapp and of
course Miss Elisabeth and Miss Jeannette Ralph, to name but a few.

Martin found himself catapulted [his words!] into the Bristol secretaryship for about five years following the illness of Mr

Len Prior, Bob Knappo6s s uc cNewskterfor abdue 12e/ahis,trezaiving huge support fromtay 6
faithful and committed team of O0envelope stuffersé organi
Transactions. Martin says that as he | ooks back over his 30 vy
Epigrams: 61t i s as good as a second |ife to |l ook back upon tF

As a school boy and well into his twenties Martin felt the call to serve the Church of England as a minister, a call which he
did not pursue. His career of almost 27 years as Warden of Manor Hall [a student hall of residence at the University of
Bristol] has given him, he believes, many of the joys and the challenges of a parson through his pastoral work without
some of the difficulties he may otherwise have encountered. He is the third longest serving Warden in the history of the
University.

In 2001, Martin was awarded the MBE for O6services to hig
Uni versity of Bristol, awarded to those oO6who have conf er
March 2008, he was given Honorary Life Membership of the Union, conferred by the Student Council of the University of

Bristol Union, 6in recognition of outstanding and | ong se

His loves are varied and include walking and enjoying nature, music and the arts, and of course his favourite tipple, a
good cider! To say Martin likes to write is perhaps an understatement. The list of his various writings, both published and
unpublished, runs to six pages in his Curriculum vitae!

Martin is also an avid family historian and the stories he relates of his family are fascinating in themselves. In case anyone

is wondering, 6Crossl| ey d igandfathef JohmiCtossleyn(1B60€.936) Masra fruit mrid prodgae e a
importer and broker in Liverpool who had apple auction rooms in New York in the 1890s. In 1893 he moved to Willaston in
Wirral, where Martin was born.

2011 at the Apostle Room, Clifton Cathedral starting at 2.15pm.

UR DIARY The Annual General Meeting 2011  will be held on Saturday 2 " April

FoR
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Society News Cont 6d

Presidential address by outgoing President Alan Saville BA, FSA, MIFA

Members attending the AGM enjoyed a fascinating illustrated lecture by Alan entitled,
ar chaeol ogviicsa lwheg téeewgd ¢he history H
of excavation on this site from the late 1970s to date and discussed how this and other

6Anat omi zi an

ng

similar sites should be preserved for future generations.

Note: A full transcript of this lecture will be published in Transactions Volume 128.

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES

Meetings held: 17 ™ February 2010 - Gloucester
19™ April 2010 - Bristol
27" July 2010 - Gloucester

In February Council was advised of Dav i d
letter of resignation. David Bartlett thanked all
members who had attended meetings and supported
him in his time as Meetings Secretary.

Note: The position of Meetings Secretary remains
vacant. Sincere thanks are due to those members who
have helped with the organization of trips this year to
enable them to go ahead.

Angela Newcombe, Secretary for Gloucestershire
reported that due to the increased costs of room hire at
Gl oucestershire Archives,
future take place at St John the Evangelist church hall,
Churchdown.

Dr Anthea Jones circulated a report with details of the
project to be undertaken by members of the Society
relatingtothe L1 oyd George O6Domd
land ownership which will include a report for the
Transactions. A Grant was subsequently awarded for
this project. [see Research Grants opposite and also

sda

Ant heabdbs appeal for voluntee
on page 7]

The Victoria County History for Gloucestershire has

had funding withdrawn by the University of

Gloucestershire. Council has given support for the
formation of a Trust to finance future volumes and
community history projects. [see page 13]

At the April Meeting Robert Jones was re-elected
Chairman of Council and Dr Steven Blake as Vice-
Chairman.

The deaths were reported of members, Mrs Middleton,
Michael Addis, Alan D McWhirr & Mr R H J Lapidge .
Sadly, we also have to report the sudden death on 7™
July of Tom Fenton. [see obituary on page 8]

Finance and General Purposes Committee:

The Soci et y 6 shaveabeenofiles twith the
Charity Commission. Income has been depressed
owing to the current economic situation but is financially
sound.

Gerard Leighton was thanked by Council for all his
hard work as Treasurer which it was felt would stand the
Society in good stead in the future.

It was reported that the late Mr Nicholas Deas
bequeathed £20,000 for research purposes.

had

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

A proposed grant of £500 for publication of The
Berkeley Estate in the 14 ™ century by Bridget
Wells-Furby was recommended.

The purchase of a digital projector and laptop  for the

Wa | k eSodiegy at a cost of £1007.07 was agreed.

Research Grants
Four research grants totalling £2,800 have been
awarded for 2010:

The Concealed life of the English Urban
Family in the 17 ™ century

Dr Andrew Makarov will be analysing the concealed
life of English Urban Families of Gloucestershire market
towns in the 17" century; their feelings, interfamily

t h aelalbAsHigs! I@stiré tfnk, et. THe grbnk WillleaBle nivd | |

to research unpublished and published records in
Gloucestershire Archives including letters, diaries,
journals, wills, inventories, marriage agreements and
other material. This will be complemented by a
Yofhpar&tivel #uRlY of Welsh Urban Families of the
border regions of Wales.

. Small Elite Houses in Gloucestershire and

rs  drdind Bristbip wi t his project
Stephen Hague will seek to explore the social status
and soci al boundary between
lesser landed gentry between 1680 and 1760 by
examining the architecture, landscapes and furnishings

of over eighty small elite houses in Gloucestershire and
around Bristol.

Cheltenhamés role in the I
At the beginning of WWII an evacuation scheme known

as Pied Piper was introduced to evacuate children from

cities under threat of bombing. Virginia Adsett is
researching Cheltenhamdés r ol
using existing archive material, newspaper reports and

oral evidence.

S

. LIl oyd George 6Domesdaybd
Dr Anthea Jones is heading this project to transcribe
the information for Gloucestershire into a database
listing owners, occupiers, amount of land and its value,
to enable analysis and comparisons of land holding

patterns.[ see Ant heads appeal for
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Publications Committee:

Transactions

The redesigned website is up and running and the six
outstanding volumes of Transactions have been
scanned ready to be put on line. Dr James Lee, Editor
of the Transactions from 2010 reported that Volume
128 is ready for publication in March 2011. Jan Wills
and Dr Steven Blake will continue to produce the

Archaeol ogicaitd 6Reci ew§ Théot e

possibility of
perhaps a more attractive cover is to be discussed
further. It has been agreed to incorporate the new
ONot es and fublieation e svithin  the
Transactions as a permanent feature from Volume 129.
[see separate report on page 7]

Gloucestershire Record Series
Volume 24 i to be published October 2010

Cheltenham Manor Court books 1692 i 1803

edited by James Hodsdon

xxxviii + 620 pages ISBN 978 0 900197 76 5 £30 in the UK
(+£6 postage for overseas orders)
For over three centuries, Cheltenham Manor was held
by the Duttons of Sherborne . They were well served
by their stewards, notably John Prinn, whose
antiquarian leanings contributed to the preservation of
many Cheltenham and Charlton Kings records.
Thanks to him, there is a continuous run of early
modern manor court records from 1692, the starting
point for this edition, which is the first extended
treatment of any Gloucestershire manorial records.
The records presented here are mostly of courts
baron, relating to the inheritance or sale of copyhold
properties in Cheltenham (tithings of Alstone, Arle,
Cheltenham, and Westal, Naunton and Sandford),
and to the east, the tithings of Bafford and Charlton
Kings (all parts not within the manor of Ashley). In
the early years, there are also records of court leet
business, dealing with local administration within
Cheltenham hundred, thus adding Leckhampton and
Swindon Village to the preceding tithings. The court
leet records touch on the use of the open fields, the
upkeep of highways, boundaries and watercourses, the
appointment of local officials, and occasionally matters
of local justice.
The finishing point of 1803 brings the account up to the
era of the Cheltenham Inclosure Award. Nearly 4,000
events are abstracted, allowing the descent of
properties and the fortunes of families to be followed
through the 18" century. In the absence of any general
system of | and registry,
minor newspaper coverage, the material will be valuable
to local, family, and economic historians, as well as
students of toponyms.
A full introduction gives the context for the manor
records, and analyses topics such as the frequency of
mortgages, and the changing origins of Cheltenham
property owners and developers. There are extensive
indexes of personal names, places of origin, field and
other local place-names, occupations and general
matters.

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

Library Committee:

The future direction of the library has been the subject of
discussion in view of recent cuts in courses at the
University resulting in reduced usage of the library by staff
and students. Members are encouraged to use this facility.
[see report by the Assistant Librarian on page 6]

Reports from representatives on other bodies:

,§:8mmittee for Archaeology in Gloucestershire (CAG)
a Trabsactions Witlo o k Jant #Villsy gpnd Martin  Ecclestone , Chairman and

Secretary both expressed a wish to resign and successors
are being sought. The role of the Committee is to be
discussed later this year. Although well focused on
Gloucestershire the aim to cover South Gloucestershire
and Bristol has not succeeded. It has been suggested
that meetings might be held in different venues to attract
new members.

Following the very successful Symposium held on 13 ™
March 2010 in Stroud , 0
Archaeol ogy in
decided to continue with conferences in the spring rather
than the traditional time in the autumn.

Watch out for news of the next conference probably in
March 2011 by checking
www.bgas.org.uk

Local archaeology news updates

e It was reported that in Gloucester evaluation
trenches have been dug both at Blackfriars
Priory, where it is planned to build a language
centre, and in the Greyfriars area where
residential building is planned.

e In Gloucester Museum the archaeology
collection will be redisplayed for a reopening in
2011.

e At the Dean Heritage Museum a fire damaged
packaging of the archaeology collection but the
paper archive remains intact.

e At Thrupp Mill near Stroud a mill railway has
been found during repairs to a path near the canal.
Also near Stroud, the Lillyhorn Roman villa  has
been located by geophysics.

e A hoard of 15,000 3™ century coins from
Gloucester Cross , found in 1960, is to be
published by the British Museum.

Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey

Dr Anthea Jones reported on the
restoration work on Tewkesbury
Abbey tower . The

work wa ssfully com Ieted on
thé \ﬁestﬁs%le%ﬁtr?e B ap

During restoration of the west face of
the north transept, high up on the
wall what appears to be a tympanum
was discovered set into the wall,
consisting of two major pieces of
stone or panels, at one time carved.
There has been much speculation as
to what the carvings represent and
why they were so positioned.

No. 67 Augudd 201
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- New Series

Society Publications
Bristol & Gloucestershire Notesand Queries

It is not without pleasure and perchance it may not be without
use that we rescue some quaint old document from the dust
of ages and arrest the floating memories of man and things,
as they pass down the stream of time toward the ocean of
oblivion. o

These words are the description of the objectives of the first
series of Gloucestershire Notes and Queries by the Revd.
B H. Blacker, editor from 1876 to 1890. The series
continued until the completion of the 10" Volume in 1914.

As reported, the Publications Committee has decided to
start a New Series, to include Bristol as well as Gloucester-
shire, which will appear as a separate section in the annual
Transactions indexed therewith. The first issue will be edited
by Gerard Leighton who suggested the project and David
Smith has agreed to edit subsequent issues.

The aim is to encourage contributions from members of the
Society of limited length recording interesting or curious
observations or studies without being a full scale article for
which they may not have the time, inclination and facilities for
research that such entails. It will be possible to include
illustrations. It is intended that contributions should cover
topography and history and include biography, genealogy,
heraldry and associated topics. A series of contributions from
different members will be welcomed. Examples of this in
similar publications are date stones on buildings (in Cumbria,
Natural England has joined in the enterprise), suicide graves
or other happenings indicated by a place name or that of a
pub, such as the Trouble House Inn near Tetbury and in the
1880 series there were notes on longevity in Gloucester, the
use of alias in the 16th and 17" centuries and a sermon
preached at a funer al in 1670.
recorded i mMistdjyuad Gleuceastsrshire as in the
possession of the vicar of Newland remains to be answered.

Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries has run for over a
hundred years and never failed for want of material. Devon
and Cornwall has a similar publication while in other counties
this type of material may be included in the Transactions or
Newsletter of the local archaeological society.

The Committee hopes members will support the project,
which, to use a current phrase, is aimed at inter-active
participation as well as adding to antiquarian and
archaeological knowledge.

The first issue will be in 2012. Contributions should be
sent to Gerard Leighton, FSA, Hassage Manor, Faulkland,
Nr Bath BA3 5XG, by 31 ** March 2011.

Edi t or 6 shavl m mg collection copies of Volumes I-IV
(1881-1890), originally purchased by the New Club in
Cheltenham for its Library, and would add that having now
looked more closely at these volumes, | find them absolutely
fascinating in their content and can only applaud Gerard for
his determination to resurrect this Series. In the preface to
Volume Il the editor, Beaver Blacker writes that he feels
assured that the Notes and Queries will prove to be,Ai n ot
mere temporary vehicle of amusement, but a permanent

storehouse of authentic information, to which reference

may hereafter be confidently mi

falY
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HELP WANTED PLEASE with new project!
A survey of the county 1911 -1915

The background to the survey is all too familiar to us in 2010.
Lloyd -George, Chancellor of the Exchequer in a Liberal
government led by Herbert H Asquith, had introduced the
first ever old age pensions in 1908. The UK was also involved
in a naval buil di ng progr amme
could Lloyd-George find the extra money needed?

His answer inthe 1 909 Peop | e dvas toBropdsg et ,
tax on increments in the value of land. = When coal was
discovered under the surface, or building in prospect above it,
the value of land rose dramatically. Land had been the
principal source of wealth for centuries; income tax was
relatively new. The House of Lords rejected the Budget in
1909, but gave way in 1910.

Before the tax could be implemented, a base line of land
values had to be established . All land, whether covered in
buildings, or used for gardens or agriculture was to be
surveyed. Both the owners and occupiers of land were listed
on a series of forms devised for the purpose of the survey,
with their home addresses. The tax was to be paid by owners,
and this influenced the form of some of the records which
survive. Many properties were in the process of being bought
and sold while the survey was underway, some had a number
of owners i eg husband and wife or siblings, some were in
the hands of executors if owners had recently died, and some
were held by trustees for all sorts of charitable or beneficial
purposes.

The various financial details entered on the forms were
intended to be the basis for future taxation. It was a huge and
complex task to administer. After the First World War, the
hope of ever collecting the tax was abandoned , and most
of the provisions of the act were abolished in 1920.
Thereafter the forms and books remained in offices
throughout the country, and in the National Archives. Much
was destroyed. The inspector in the Gloucestershire Inland | e
Revenue, however, apparently decided that the tax might
return, and until the Second World War details of sales and
purchases of property were entered at the bottom of one set
of forms. For places where these survive, the development of
new roads of houses can be traced in detail, together with the
names of purchasers and the amounts paid for the properties.
This information offers an unusual insight into the growth of a
place and is of considerable interest to both genealogists and
local historians.

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society

is supporting a project to enter all the information from the
records of the land values survey in Gloucestershire
Archives onto computer, and make this available across the
county. Volunteers are wanted to help transcribe and
enter this data. All contributions will be gratefully received i
just a few forms, part of a parish, or a whole place. John
Loosley and Anthea Jones are leading the project and will
be available to give advice and help. Charlton Kings Local
History Society has done a pilot project with great results
and Wendy Snarey has done Tewkesbury, so the project is
off to a good start.

Please contact John on john@Iloosleyj.freeserve.co.uk or
Anthea on anthea.evelyn@internet.co or leave your
details with Vicky Thorpe at Gloucestershire Archives.
They will be delighted to hear from you and make
arrangements to get started.
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OBITUARY  Thomas James Fenton (1948 i 2010)

It is with great sadness we report the untimely death of Tom Fenton, seen here in this
phot ograph taken at the Societybds AGM in
Society for more than 20 years but it is in his capacity of squire of Highnam, a village so
intimately connected with generations of his family, that he will be remembered. Tom died
suddenly on July 7" after collapsing near to his home, the Old Rectory at Highnam.

Tom was the last of his family to live at Highnam Court, bought by his great-grandfather
Thomas Gambier Parry in 1839, which Tom inherited at the age of 18. Tom was a founder
member of the Highnam Players and singing was an important part of his life. He was
involved with the Three Choirs Festival for many years and was a fully-committed member
of the Guides of Gloucester Cathedral.

Hi ghnam Chur ch, where Tom§
built by his great-grandfather as a memorial to his late
wife and three of his children who died in infancy. Tom
loved this church and those of us who attended the
AGM in March and were fortunate enough to be shown
round the church by Tom will remember his enthusiasm
and his obvious pride at having painstakingly restored,
virtually inch by inch, this beautiful church which meant
so much to him.

Elaine North

SPRING MEETING TO BRIDGWATER AND COTHAY MANOR
15" MAY 2010

Twenty -seven members of the Society took advantage of what turned out to be probably the first really warm and
sunny Saturday of the year to enjoy the spring meeting to west Somerset. On the motorway journey to Bridgwater,
Michael Pitman, a Bridgwater man by origin, introduced us to the town and spoke most interestingly from his knowledge

of north and west Somerset, past and present.

The vicar of St Maryods, Bridgwater had kindly opened his
Monmouth surveyed the Kingds army before the battle of S
followed his example by climbing the tower.

I n St Maryds Churchyard, Bridgwater

T

% 3 ¥ # 5 ’;\' L
© Geoff North © Peter Newley

Those who remained below were ably guided around the Church by Adrian Patten, churchwarden, and Peter Cattermole
of the Bridgwater Civic Society. Some then took the opportunity to visit nearby Castle Street, with its Georgian buildings
which can vie with Bath, or the Blake Museum, a little further away. The discovery of a quality dairy shop selling
delicious sandwiches was a treat for those who had not brought packed lunches.

It would have been nice to spend longer in Bridgwater but we were due at Cothay Manor for our tour of the house and
gardens at 2pm and our driver Tony skilfully navigated us through the narrow lanes leading to our destination.

The Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society No. 67 Augusd 20




Cothay Manor

The house was built around 1480 and some (Simon Jenkins included) consider it to be among the best preserved small
manors of the late medieval period in England. The interest of the rooms is enhanced by the many and varied curios to

be seen there, the ladies of the house, Mesdames Robb and Campbell (mother and daughter), being enthusiastic and
discerning collectors. Everyone will have a particular memory: your correspondent was particularly interested to see Mr

Gl adstonebds signature on a receipt dating from 1878.

A delicious cream tea was followed by a stroll in the manor gardens.The gardens could be said to be as old as the
house, the then owner Richard Bluett having planted white and red roses to celebrate the end of the Wars of the Roses
(1485). The present gardens were laid out by Colonel Reginald Cooper in the 1920s. He was a friend of Sir Harold
Nicholson of Sissinghurst and Cothay has indeed been described as the Sissinghurst of the west country. The present
owners Mr & Mrs Robb have renovated the gardens along Co
and added further features including an arboretum and wild flower garden.

After those who wished to had made their purchases in Cot
but happyo, for the return journey.

John Stevens

Edi t or 0 Bycaincidence, The Telegraph Magazine on 29" May 2010 featured an article on Cothay Manor entitled,

6By stildl waterso. Cothay is described as hawinnge mph atdbod
gardens O6magical 8, the atmosphere one Jdfcedsuirlyl nesssxand d
evidence we saw of todayds technology was the discreet
unwelcome visitor seeking to take away more than just happy memories. My own lasting memory is of the delightful 7-

year old granddaughter for whom Cothay Manor is home. The Robbs have worked tirelessly to preserve Cothay for the

future and for their family. | feel privileged to have visited Cothay and would recommend others to do so now that the
house and gardens are open to the public [for details tel. 01823 672283].

PROGRAMME OF SOCIETY0S FIELD MEETI NGS 20

Spring Meeting: Date to be confirmed
This will be organised by the Gloucestershire Section and will be to Deerhurst and Tewkesbury.

UK Residential Meeting: September
Jinx Newley is planning a meeting in North Wales and Anglesey .

Further details of both the above meetings andthePr esi dent 6 s Me which willgakd ptace in2Zh@e autumn
will be announced in the February 2011 Newsletter. If you would like to express your interest in any of these meetings
and receive booking forms when details are available please email the secretary, John Loosley:
john@Iloosleyj.freeserve.co.uk or write to him at Stonehatch, Oakridge Lynch, Stroud, GL6 7NR

Overseas Meeting
We are looking for an organiser for an overseas meeting in 2011. If any members have ideas for a meeting please
contact the secretary, John Loosley tel. 01285 760460 or email: john@loosleyj.freeserve.co.uk
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OVERSEAS MEETING 7"-13" JUNE 2010
Lesk® Budajovice,
South Bohemia, Czech Republic

It is a little disconcerting to set out on an itinerary full of totally
unpronounceable names, but we were in safe hands. Society
member Zoe Brooks answered the appeal in the Newsletter and
actually volunteered to organise the overseas meeting. She has a
house in South Bohemia and throughout the week shared with us
her knowledge of the area and her passion for the place and its
people.

© Jill Barlow

We began with a mechanical nativity. In the museum of Ji
animated not only a nativity scene but the people and animals of the Bohemian countryside. The gothic tour of the
neighbouring castle introduced us to the five-p et al | ed r os e, emblem of the wealth
dominated the area between 1300 and 1600. The walls of one room in the castle were entirely covered by frescoes of

Saint George whose life and death appear to have been far more gory than any of us had imagined. Our Renaissance
tour of TSeboR Castl e t ook™censurystyleaadirglbded adabaresory sised by thel Englishn 1
al chemi st John Dee. T S e fnadk fishpendss That saunds uhemanttz,but theyrare in fact the

most picturesque lakes. A film in the museum showed us how the fishermen, rather unsportingly, drain the ponds to

catch the carp. That evening we dined on carp.

Wednesdayos first visit was to Holagovice, a village "l ac
century farmhouses around the village green are so uniform in style and beautifully maintained. We took the scenic

route to Kratochvile, a hunting lodge, lavishly decorated with scenes of animals both real and mythical, and of course

with five-petalled roses.

Prachatice, our next town, was made rich by its position on the salt route and its burgesses were able to afford splendid
houses, many with sgraffito decoration (made by painting on two different coloured layers of plaster and scraping off a
design in the top layer). As we stood in the town square it unexpectedly began to rain and sales of umbrellas suddenly
soared. Our guide stoically continued to interpret the stories depicted on the front of the Town Hall, explaining that the
three things necessary for the birth of a town are a church, a school and a town hall. A visit to the Lace Museum allowed
us to see inside one of the old houses and the welcoming glass of sparkling Bohemian wine probably increased our
appreciation of the intricately worked exhibits. On our way home we went searching in the rain for the only ruins in the
itinerary, Kuklov abbey and castle. An early start on Thursday took us to the Cistercian monastery of Zlata Koruna
where we shuffled round behind our guide in unbecoming red or blue over-slippers. Then came the highlight of the tour,
the visit to Cesky Krumlov.

This was the only place where we encountered other coachloads of
tourists, but it was easy to see why they had come. We had an excellent

tour of the castle, built in the 177"cent ury by the Rog¢mt
added to over the years by their successors, but in an hour, we could

only see a small part of it. There was a wonderful golden coach and of
course plenty of five-petalled roses and huge ceramic stoves, some of
which, our guide explained, had shelves for reheating food i a form of
medieval microwave. The bears in the moat came as a surprise. They
were introduced by an aristocratic family trying to prove they were
related to the Orsini, an even more aristocratic Italian family. Our
6aut hentic old Czech cuisined lunch
chicken followed by plenty of mead. We were able to admire many of

the beautiful Renaissance buildings on our way to the Architectural
Museum, where its owner, Jii Bloch, discussed the problems of
conserving the heritage of the town.

© Jill Barlow

Cesky Krumlov

Friday morning and we were waiting at the gate of the Budweiser brewery at opening time. An enthusiastic guide
showed us the huge scale of the enterprise, which still uses local ingredients, and gave us a sample to taste. Those of

us who tackled the rather hot, steep walk to the Ales gallery of Gothic Art were richly rewarded by the sight of so many
paintings and sculptures rescued from churches throughout Southern Bohemia. In the afternoon we visited a church

near the hotel where we were staying and were then free to explore y s k ® Budaj ovice. Most of wu
cafes around the beautiful main square, but there were plenty of other things to admire.
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